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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-58 are pending. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 49 objected to because of the following 
informalities: it claims reference to itself (see line 1). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 49 will be examined is in line 1 "claim 49" reads, 
"claim 4 8/' 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or 
described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country, before the 
invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-13, 18-28, 30, 32-36, 41-46, 50-54, 57-58 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
KaZaA. 

As per claims 1, 50-51, 58, KaZaA discloses receiving data 
at a first node of a plurality of processing nodes; associating 
an indicator comprising a state of progress with data; executing 
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processing of said data wherein an amount of said processing 
depends upon said state of progress; transferring said 
processing to a second processing node (see page 2 "Intelligent 
Downloads" where the process uploading described on page 14) . 

As per claim 2, KaZaA discloses the associating occurs at 
one of said plurality of processing nodes (see page 2) . 

As per claim 3, KaZaA discloses the state of progress 
indicates said amount of processing already performed (see page 
13 "Traffic") . 

As per claim 4, KaZaA discloses the indicator further 
comprises a result of said processing (see page 2 and page 13) . 

As per claim 5, KaZaA discloses the indicator comprises a 
reference to an amount of data processed (see page 2 and page 
13). 

As per claim 7, KaZaA discloses the reference comprises a 
value (see pages 2 and 13) , 

As per claim 9, KaZaA discloses the indicator comprises a 
reference to an external data source (see page 2) . 

As per claim 10, KaZaA discloses the external data source 
comprises at least one database (see page 2 where each user has 
a database of files) . 

As per claim 11, KaZaA discloses the reference identifies a 
position in said external data source (see page 2 where it is 
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inherent that to download a file they must have a reference to 
identify the location) . 

As per claim 12, KaZaA discloses the processing criteria 
comprises a set of rules defining a type of said processing to 
be applied to the data (see page 2) . 

As per claim 13, KaZaA discloses the processing comprises 
searching for a set of bits in said data from a plurality of ' 
stored sets of bits (see page 2) , 

As per claim 18, KaZaA discloses the data comprises an 
electronic mail message (see page 7) . 

As per claim 19, KaZaA discloses the data comprises packet 
data (see page 6 where it is inherent that content traveling via 
the web is in packet form) . 

As per claim 20, KaZaA discloses the transferring further 
comprises reading information associated with said indicator to 
determine how to resume processing (see page 2 where it is 
inherent that when changing the download from one user to 
another there must be an indication of where the first left 
off) . 

As per claim 21, KaZaA discloses resuming processing by at 
least one of said plurality of processing nodes (see page 13) . 
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As per claim 22, KaZaA discloses transferring said 
processing from said second processing node to a third 
processing node based on said processing criteria (see page 2) . 

As per claim 23, KaZaA discloses updating the indicator to 
store process information (see pages 2 and 13) . 

As per claims 24, 52-53, KaZaA discloses receiving data at 
a first node of a plurality of processing nodes; associating an 
indicator comprising a state of progress with data; wherein said 
associating depends on processing criteria comprising a type of 
said processing to be applied to said data; executing processing 
of said data wherein an amount of said processing depends upon 
said state of progress; modifying said indicator to identify a 
point to resume processing; transferring said processing to a 
second processing node based on said processing criteria; 
executing processing of said data at said second processing node 
wherein said processing performed by said second processing node 
begins at said point (see pages 2 and 13) . 

As per claim 25, KaZaA discloses at least one of said 
plurality of processing nodes performs said associating (see 
page 2) . 

As per claim 26, KaZaA discloses the state of progress 
indicates said amount of processing already performed (see page 
13 "Traffic" ) . 
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As per claim 27, KaZaA discloses the indicator further 
comprises a result of said processing (see page 2 and page 13) . 

As per claim 28, KaZaA discloses the indicator comprises a 
reference to an amount of data processed (see page 2 and page 
13) . 

As per claim 30, KaZaA discloses the reference comprises a 
value (see pages 2 and 13) . 

As per claim 32, KaZaA discloses the indicator comprises a 
reference to an external data source (see page 2) . 

As per claim 33, KaZaA discloses the external data source 
comprises at least one database (see page 2 where each user has 
a database of files) . 

As per claim 34, KaZaA discloses .the reference identifies a 
position in said external data source (see page 2 where it is 
inherent that to download a file they must have a reference to 
identify the location) . 

As per claim 35, KaZaA discloses the processing criteria 
comprises a set of rules defining a type of said processing to 
be applied to the data (see page 2) . 

As per claim 36, KaZaA discloses the processing comprises 
searching for a set of bits in said data from a plurality of 
stored sets of bits (see page 2) , 
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As per claim 41, KaZaA discloses the data comprises an 
electronic mail message (see page 7) . 

As per claim 42, KaZaA discloses the data comprises packet 
data (see page 6 where it is inherent that content traveling via 
the web is in packet form) . 

As per claim 43, KaZaA discloses the transferring further 
comprises reading information associated with said indicator to 
determine how to resume processing (see page 2 where it is 
inherent that when changing the download from one user to 
another there must be an indication of where the first left 
off) .* 

As per claim 44, KaZaA discloses resuming processing by at 
least one of said plurality of processing nodes (see page 13) . 

As per claim 45, KaZaA discloses transferring said 
processing from said second processing node to a third 
processing node based on said processing criteria (see page 2) . 

As per claims 46, 54, 57, KaZaA discloses receiving data at 
a first node of a plurality of processing nodes; associating an 
indicator with said data depending on processing criteria, said 
indicator comprising a state of progress; executing processing 
of said data wherein amount of said processing depends upon said 
state of progress, said processing comprising searching for sets 
of bits in said data from a plurality of stored bits; modifying 
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said indicator to identify a point to resume said processing; 
transferring said processing to a second processing ^node based 
on said processing criteria; executing processing of said data 
at said second processing node wherein said processing performed 
by said second processing node begins at said point (see pages 2 
and 13) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not. identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6, 8, 29, 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over KaZaA as applied to claims 1, 5, 24, 2 8 
above, and further in view of Pointers (webpage) . 

As per claims 6 and 29, KaZaA fails to disclose the 
reference comprises a pointer, 

However, Pointers teaches the use of pointers (see page 1) . 
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At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to use pointers as the 
reference in KaZaA. 

Motivation to do so would have been to take advantage of 
the power and flexibility of the C language (see page 1) . 

As per claims 8 and 31,- the modified KaZaA and Pointers 
system discloses the indicator further comprises a pointer to a 
size of the data (see Pointers page 9) . 

7. Claims 14, 37, 47-49, 55-56 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over KaZaA as applied to 
claims 13, 36, 4 6 above, and further in view of Norton Antivirus 
(hereinafter Norton) . 

As per claims 14, 37, 47, KaZaA fails to disclose the 
searching comprises determining if a computer virus is present 
in the data. 

However, Norton teaches searching for a virus (see page 8) . 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to use Norton's method of 
scanning for viruses in KaZaA' s searching method. 

Motivation to do so would have been to prevent damage to a 
computer (see Norton pages 7-8) . 

As per claims 48-49 and 55-56, the modified KaZaA and 
Norton system discloses a reference to a position in an external 
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data source comprising computer virus data (see Norton page 8 
the LiveUpdate feature) . 

8. Claims 15-17 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over KaZaA as applied to claims 1 and 24 
above, and further in view of Menezes et al ("Handbook of 
Applied Cryptography"). 

As per claims 15-16 and 38-39, KaZaA fails to disclose the 
data is encrypted with at least one method of cryptography. 

However, Menezes et al teaches cryptographic methods for 
encryption (see pages 15-16, 25-27) , 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art to use Menezes et al's 
methods for encryption to encrypt the data of KaZaA. 

Motivation to do so would have been to keep confidentiality 
(see Menezes et al page 12) . 

As per claim 17 and 40, the modified KaZaA and Menezes et 
al system discloses a reference to at least one cryptographic 
key (see Menezes et al page 15) . 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Porras et al 
(U.S. 6,321,338) discloses a network surveillance system with 3^^ 
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party modules, Tanaka et al (U.S. 5,724,602) discloses a 
multiprocessor apparatus that can handle load balancing. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Pyzocha whose telephone number is (571) 272-3875. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:30pm first Fridays of the 
bi-week off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be 
reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 




